Right to Self-Determination

The right of self-fetermination is based in International Law.  The United Nations Charter, the organizing 
document of the United Nations, introduces the principle in Chapter I, Article 1, part 2: 


“The Purposes of the United Nations are To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the 
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen 
universal peace”


(http://www.un.org/aboutun/charter/chapter1.shtml )


The right to self-determination is also articulated in Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

“Everyone has the right to a nationality.  No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his nationality.”

(http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html )


The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well as the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights explicitly create the right to self-determination in Article 1:


“All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political 
status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.” 


(http://www2.ohchr.org/English/law/ccpr.htm ) 


(http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_cescr.htm )


Finally, United Nations Resolution 1514, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples, also recognized the right of self-determination for all people:


“All peoples have the right to self-determination; by virtue of that right they freely determine their political 
status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.” 


(http://www.gibnet.com/texts/un1514.htm )

Need for Tamil Self-Determination

Based on the Government of Sri Lanka's historical and continuing denial of basic human rights as well as the 
denial of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights to the Tamil people, the International Community 
should support the Tamil people's exercise of their inalienable right to Self Determination.  The crimes committed 
against the Tamil people by the Government of Sri Lanka include:

· Disenfranchisement of one million Tamils in 1948 and 1949
· Passage of the Singhala Only Act in 1956
· Colonization of traditional Tamil Homeland

· Standardization Act in 1972
· Burning of the Jaffna Library in 1981
· Government sponsored anti Tamil pogroms in 1956, 1958, 1961, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1981, 1983
International Precedent for Self-Determination

Supporting the Tamil people's exercise of their right to self-determination has precedent in the international community.  Recently the international community supported the exercise of the right to self-determination in Timor-Leste (East Timor) and Kosovo.  Furthermore, the international community has recognized the expression of self-determination in many of the former Soviet republics such as Georgia, Latvia, Kazakhstan and Ukraine.  Similar to many of these nations, the Tamil people have a traditional homeland which they occupied for 
hundreds of years prior to colonization, as well as a distinct language, culture and history.  Based on the tangible and intangible constructions of the Tamil nation, the Tamil people deserve the opportunity to express their inalienable right to self-determination. 

